110                  NON-VIOLENCE  IN  PEACE AND WAR

in the old way that is hard, you realize that there is a new way
that is easy, and you cannot be satisfied with the old hard way.
You see how Japan has risen to power by adopting the new way
and even China is awakening. India alone seems not to realize
the importance of the new ways of the world. How is it that you*
her great leader, do not preach progress to your people?

These are two questions that puzzle me greatly: Why docs
India not realize the Russian menace if she becomes free of Eng-
land? And why does Mahatma Gandhi not make his people realize
that their freedom lies first of all in adopting the new system of
labour with the help of machinery? I would very much like to
have you, who alone must know the answers, tell them to me.
By birth and heritage I am a citizen of the United States
of America, but I take such a personal interest in the affairs of
the world that I like to think of myself in my little way as a citizen
of the world. At the University I attend here in California, the
question of India often arises. The general sympathies arc with
you against the British, However, as I myself can understand the
present situation in India, it seems that of the two evils British
control in India is the lesser. The other evil, as I have already
tried to explain, is Russian domination. But what we all want to
know is how you feel about the matter."

This letter betrays two superstitions. One of them is
that India is unfit to govern herself because she cannot
defend herself and is torn with internal dissensions. The
writer gratuitously assumes that, if Britain withdraws,
Russia is ready to pounce upon India. This is an insult to
Russia. Is Russia's one business to rule over those peoples
who are not ruled by Britain? And if Russia has such
nefarious designs upon India, does not the writer see that
the same power that will oust the British from domination
is bound to prevent any other domination? If the control
is handed to India's representatives by agreement, there
must be some condition whereby Britain will guarantee
protection from foreign aggression as a penance for her
conscious or  unconscious  neglect   during all   these past

years to fit India for defending herself.

Personally, even under agreement, 1 should rely more

upon the capacity of" the nation to offer civil resistance to